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jommunity Service Classifieds — 


Do you need a service, do you have a service you would like to offer to the 
community? Do you have items that you do not need that are still servicea- 
ble for which you would like to find a new home? Free classifieds for indi- 
viduals only and items to be given away only. Edmonton Street News takes 


no responsibility for transportation or outcomes of any transactions. 


Help Wanted 
An opportunity to increase 
your hand skills and earn some 
income. Need another interested 
person to learn building model his- 
toric boats and get furniture 
restoration experience. Pay will be 
a share of the sale of these prod- 
ucts. Part or full time, possibly 
some work can be done at home. 
Inner city location. Call 465-5080, 
ask for Ken. 


Earn money. Sell Edmonton 
Street News. Call 428-0805. 


Services 


Layout and design Brochures, 
cards, posters, booklets. Call 
Edmonton Street News at 428-0805 
oremail — 
theresa.mcbryan@gmail.com 
Belly dance lessons. Qualified 
_ instructor. Call Shaun at 433- 








°8 Call Linda at 428- 
. ni; ; ish as a second lan- 
Tutoring. $10 per hour. 

has CerTESL, TEFL and 


Will tutor in Cree, English, 
Math, Native Studies, Social 
Studies and Jr/Sr High level 
upgrading. Bring your own materi- 
als. 

Phone (780) 423-7084 Ask for 
Ernie B in 3B. 


. Homeless? Need storage space? 


I can store your belongings at my 
place. Please call Pedro at 990- 
0475. 


Wanted 


Donations of TV sets, 
microwaves, fry pans and other 
small appliances, jeans, blankets 
and computers. Can be dropped off 
at the Lighthouse Mission on the 
corner of 103A Avenue and 95 
Street between 6 and 9 p.m. 


nightly. 


The Mustard Seed is interest- 
ed in promoting Aboriginal and 
inner city artists. Call Les at 426- 
5600 to have your art critiqued. 


Richard’s yardwork and odd 
jobs. Call Richard at 951-9117 





















Can’t find Edmonton Street News 


on the street? 


Get a years subscription for $30. 
Send your cheque or money order to: 
Linda Dumont 
Edmonton Street News 
9312-109 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5H 1C5 

[= Yes, Please send me Edmonton Street News. 
Name 
Address 














City Province 
Postal Code 
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Dear Lord 
I come to you in much the same way that sheep return to their shepherd. 
I have been stubborn in the past and have wandered away from your care. 
I have become confused and have lost my way 

And I have run into the thorns that have cut deep, but now 

I run with my arms wide open to you for as we 

Travel down life's busy road, complaining of our heavy load, 

We often think God's been unfair, 

Of little daily irritation and disappointing tribulations. 

We're discontented with our lot 

All the bad breaks that we've got. 

We count our losses not our gains 

And remember only tears and and pain 
And the good things we forget completely. 


By Linda Koester 
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The views presented in this publication are 
those of the writers. 


NEED 
MONEY? 


Sign up to be a 
vendor, Sell Edmonton 


Street News. 


Papers can be picked up at 
9312-109 Avenue. If you buy 40 
or more, they can be delivered. 
Phone first. 

428-0805 or 483-5954 
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Editorial: 


Come and Join Us at Lome Level 


Edmonton Street 
News is now under the 
banner of the Edmonton 
Street News Society with 
1 no ties to any other 
group. At ESN we live 
4 and work closely with 
J the street population - 
in fact some of our asso- 
ciates are actually 
homeless and living on 
the street. 

Dale Ferris, the 
president of ESN 
Society, was one of our 
4 first vendors. An 
amputee, he had to take 
1} time off from selling 
papers when his stump 
acted up becoming too 
“| painful for him to get 
around. He is hoping to 
get an electric chair to 
be more mobile when 
his leg acts up. 

Norma Harms, sec- 
retary and fundraiser of 
ESN society, and one of 
our writers, has worked 
with The Mustard Seed 
in the past organizing 
their first benefit con- 

4 cert which since has 
become an annual 
event. Jordan Paidel, 
treasurer for the group, 
is an active volunteer 
and her photographs 
were in the May/June 
issue of the ESN. 

Board member Lana 
Phillips is the ESN ad 
sales person anda 
writer for other papers 
¥) including Our Voice, as 
+} well as ESN. She also 
j volunteers in the inner 
city when she can. 


Editor 


Dale Ferris 
President 


Norma Harms 
Secretary 


Lana Phillips 
Board member 


News and 
Views 


Pedro Schultz 


Pedro has been a street pastor working in the 
inner city for fifteen years. 


Guess who got barred from the York 
Hotel (on 96th Street) lately. That's right, I 
did because of an article in the Edmonton 
Sun in which I was referred to as "the chap- 
lain of the York". I was blamed for the 
reporter who wrote that he thought the York 
was one of the "most dangerous and seedi- 
est hotels in Edmonton". In the last 12 
years the staff and patrons of the York have 
usually treated me very well and I've never 
experienced any violence. 

Well, there are still many other places 
where people need help. Matthew, one of 
Jesus’ life reporters, tells of how Jesus saw 
the crowds and had compassion for them"... 
because their problems were so great and 
they didn't know where to get help. They 
were like sheep without a shepherd. 

God has given me a great love for my 
inner city 'family', friends, and enemies. I'm 
so grateful that God's spirit has given me 
his love, power and joy, and guidance when 


Board member 
Pedro Schultz is also a 
writer, vendor and dis- 
tributor for ESN. Board 
member and ESN writer 
Sherol Penner is the 
song leader who plays 
the guitar and sings at 
the Lighthouse Mission 
on Saturday nights. 

Theresa McBryan is 
f a board member and 
'.| the volunteer designer 

| for ESN. She was a ven- 
|| dor for Our Voice for 
more than six years, 
| and is now living "com- 
i fortably" on AISH after 

: surviving several years 
Theresa McBryan of homelessness while 
Designer she was cut off from 
receiving social assistance. That led to selling 
papers, and becoming an established writer 
with Our Voice before going on to use her 
creative design talents at ESN. 

Of the vendors, more than half are home- 
less (see page 3). Others survive on low fixed 
incomes, or top up money from part-time 
employment with sale of papers. Our contrib- 
utors are a varied lot, ranging from the pro- 
fessional writing skills of Jim Gurnett and 
Allan Shepherd and Ted White to the sub- 
missions handed to me by people on the 
street, sometimes nearly indecipherable 
words scrawled on scraps of paper. 

Finally, as editor, and a working member 
of the board, I co-ordinate operations at ESN 
and trouble-shoot vendor problems on the 
street. In short, I am the jack-of-all trades, 
ready to step in at any time. 

With such a cast of characters, we have a 
lot to share. 

ESN has speakers available to speak to 
your group about the dynamics of life on the 
street and the people who work closely with 
the street population. Call 428-0805 to book 
speakers. 

If you or your group would like a unique 
tour of the inner city agencies, organizations, 
drop-ins and the street, call Edmonton Street 
News at 428-0805 to set a date. 





Pedro Schultz 
Board member 





By Linda Dumont 


I ask for help. 

I've loved my part-time volunteer work 
as an inner city street pastor, and thank 
the many people who have contributed to 
this joy. I'm praying that God Ro call oth- 
ers to this wonderful @ 
work. 

This summer, two 
members of my street 
family have passed 
away. One is Frank - I 
knew him only by his 
first name. The other 
is Darcy, a young man 
who survived many life 
threatening accidents 
and illnesses before Frank 
finally succumbing to death in June. At 
Darcy’s funeral, Father Jim Holland, from 
Sacred Heart Church of the aes Peoples, 
said he has never 2 
known anyone who 
has lived through so 
much. Darcy was shot 
once, hit by cars while 
riding his bicycle twice, 
and beaten so badly at 
one time that Father 
Jim was called to the 
hospital to give him 
the last rites. 
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Dale Ferri 


Edmonton 
Street News 
Vendors 


Norma Harms 


Some of the reasons why Dale is a vendor 
for the Edmonton Street News (ESN) today 
are based on the facts that he has a heart for 
helping out the poor and less fortunate folks 
in our city. He has tried a number of projects 
in the past. First of all he opened a Shelter 
Boarding House that only lasted three 
months due to the fact that he did not have 
enough qualified staff to keep it running and 
the drug addicts took over and ruined this 


shelter. 

Two years ago the Director of the Bissell 
Center told Dale it would be a good idea to 
start selling newspapers. It was then that 
Dale first contacted Linda Dumont and was 
one of the first vendors for the ESN, starting 
shortly after the launch of the new paper 
Nov. 16, 2003. Dale said that he is also sell- 
ing ESN to help him out with some of his 
monthly living expenses. 

Dale is an advocate in standing up for 
justice for homeless folks and he will always 
stand up for individual social justice. Dale 
feels that the ESN paper has many articles 
and true life stories which tell the way life is 
for the less fortunate folks in our city. The 
current issues, which face the homeless and 
poverty stricken folks in our city, are spoken 
of in our paper, in way that speaks up for 


Bruce Carriere and Trena McDermot 
Bruce and Trena work as a team selling 
papers to all the agencies and churches and 
a few other regular customers up and down 
96th Street. Bruce said, "They all say TH 
buy from you Bruce - nobody else. I've got 
regulars for ten years. I buy a little bit of 
pork chops every now and then." 
Trena helps him out, holding the 
papers. They are living on the street until 
they can find a place to rent. . 


Letter to Mike Cardinal 


The atithor of this letter to Alberta Minister of 
Human Resources and Employment Mike 
Cardinal likes to share his views with the 
honourable ladies and gentlemen of the 
Alberta Cabinet. This is one of his correspon- 
dences. Watch for further letters in future 
issues of ESN 


D ear Mike, 


What a breath of fresh air, what a coura- 
geous step in support of people's freedom to 
do whatever they want with their own lives 
no matter what the consequences, what a 
thumbing the nose at the pansies always 
whining about political correctness, whata 
great way to celebrate the arrival of summer. 
Yes Mike, I'm talking about your depart- 
ment's decision to let the kids get into the 
workforce more easily. Hooray for you! 
Actions like this restore my faith in the sys- 
tem. 

You and I grew up in the days when we 
had to walk ten miles to school every day, 
uphill both ways, and most of the time it was 
AO below too-except when there were clouds 
of mosquitoes you needed a shovel to get 
through. We didn't grow up with parents who 
had magic credit cards that bought whatever 
you wanted just because you said you want- 
ed it, the latest in fashions and toys and 
electronic goodies. No sir, we know about 
real work. 

We pulled ourselves up by our boot- 
straps, living in log cabins and doing our les- 
sons by kerosene lamp and you've made it to 
the very top. Damnit, if it worked for us then 
it's good enough for the pampered little brats 
hanging out in front of 7-11s now. 

If you were the typical gutless politician 
and found out your department was rubber- 
stamping special applications for 12 year 
olds to be able to work you'd have said, "This 
regulation is to ensure children are not work- 
ing when they shouldn't be. I will not allow 
applications to be routinely approved. I want 


them investigated and they should only be 
approved if there is a very unusual reason 
why the child should be in the work force." 
But thank God you're a real Alberta man 
Mike and you had your department surprise 
us by doing the exact opposite. If there is a 
good sensible regulation to protect children 
from situations they shouldn't be in and it is 
not being enforced, what better solution than 
to toss it out! 

Sitting at the lake with a cold one to sip 
you must be having some good chuckles 
these days as the social workers run about 
like chickens with their heads cut off 
squawking in alarm that this little change 
means the sky is falling - "But this could put 
children in workplaces that will expose them 
to people and situations they are not mature 
enough for", "These little ones should be 
studying and getting good educations to pre- 
pare them to contribute to Alberta's future, 
not out earning money.", "The real answer is 
a better income for the lowest paid people so 
parents wouldn't need the extra income from 
having children working’.... Those guys can 
think of more pathetic reasons to put down 
any sensible idea than you can shake a fish- 
ing pole at. 

Well, I hope you won't wait too long to 
loosen things up a bit more. Why restrict 
employment for kids to a few little jobs deliv- 
ering papers or clearing tables in restau- 
rants? You were working in a sawmill at the 
same age. I was driving a loaded grain truck 
all over the countryside and I had friends 
working in shops welding or repairing tires. 
Let's give the kids a chance to get some real 
work experience, Mike. 

And another thing-why should we be let- 
ting jobs go off to those Third World coun- 
tries where anyone willing can have a job, 
and only letting high paid adults work here? 
If this country is going to be truly competitive 
in this global economy we need to let entre- 
preneurs with ideas and drive have a chance 
to keep the jobs right here. There's no better 
way than being able to have a workforce of 


justice for the poor in our community. Dale 
said that if you know that your neighbor is 
safe then you, too, are safe. If not, you need 
to get out and lend a helping hand to that 
neighbor in need. In other words, Dale stat- 
ed," What ever will benefit myself, will also 
benefit others." 

Dale’s other activities include starting up 
a music society called Main Street 
Entertainment. The soicety has been set up 
to hold monthly variety shows and to pro- 
duce a number of CDs. The proceeds from 
sale of the CDs will be used to assist other 
organizations such as shelters, and in help- 
ing people to get back into mainstream life. 









Jerry Cariere 

Jerry Cariere is homeless and has been 
selling Edmonton Street News for over a 
year. He said, "I usually go to the Mac’s 
Store on 107th to sell because a lot of peo- 
ple go to Mac’s.” 


youngsters who could be paid less and don't 
have a bunch of other commitments to inter- 
fere with their work. Of course, loosening up 
all those "safety" standards would help too. 

Here's another chance to show Canada 
we're not afraid to lead the way. The rest of 
the country can trot along like a herd of 
mindless lemmings, but here in Alberta we 
don't mind saying it's time to give the for- 
profit sector a piece of the health care busi- 
ness; it's time to stand up for marriage 
requiring one who can insert and one who 
can be inserted, if you know what I mean, 
it's time to fund more public costs by 
encouraging weaklings with a gambling habit 
to stick even more toonies in the slots; and 
it's time to say it's not Big Brother govern- 
ment's business who is working. It's a free 
world. 

So you've made a good start, Mike. 
Yessir, I can't think of any better way to keep 
the standard of living high in Alberta than 
having a lot more children out working at 
unskilled low-paying jobs instead of wasting 
their lives engaging in healthy recreational 
activities where they have appropriate devel- 
opmental opportunities and learn relational 
skills too, or putting adequate time into their 
school studies so they make good academic 
progress and prepare for post-secondary 
opportunities that will equip them for suc- 
cess in the modern world, or spending time 
with parents who also have decent jobs so 
they don't come home totally exhausted and 
instead are spending real family time with 
their children. 

This fits so well with the newspeak of 
renaming income support for people who are 
experiencing challenges in their lives as 
"Alberta Works". Forget all those soft big city 
guys like Dinning and Hancock and Norris- 
Mike for Premier! 

Just taking a minute to relax before get- 
ting back to work, I'm yours sincerely, 


Ted White 
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Model Boats Crafted at North Countys Furniture 


Just give Eugene Hampshire a descrip- 
tion and he can visualize it and do it. That's 
what Ken MacCrimmon has to say about his 
new employee at North Country Furniture on 
96 Street and Jasper Avenue. North Country 
Furniture has been open for several years 
hiring people on Assured Income for the 
Severely Handicapped (AISH) who want to 
learn the hand skills necessary for restoring 
and repairing wooden furniture which is sold 
on the display floor. Now they have a new 
division - a small shop to the side of the 
building where models of the Edmonton 
Queen are crafted. 

Hampshire works a couple of hours a day 
carving, finishing and painting the models 
and repairing furniture. He said that he used 
to be detailer for an autobody shop, but 
because of physical disabilities he has been 
on AISH since 1995 and can only work for 
short periods of time. 

"He's gifted," MacCrimmon said, pointing 


to a restored wooden chair. It had come into 





Eugene Hampshire crafting a model 
river-boat. 


SRS aE AR Na RES 
Humanities 101 
Brings Higher 

Education to the 
Poor 


While traveling from Toronto, May Lin, a 
University of Alberta business student, 
picked up a copy of the August 2003 issue 
of Reader's Digest. She read an article ona 
program at the University of British 
Columbia called Humanities 101. The pro- 
gram was geared to inner-city persons who 
could not afford higher education. Having 
seen people desperately in need when in 
Toronto, she decided that a similar program 
could be implemented and provides help and 
hope in her own city of Edmonton. 

She decided to contact Sharon Yeo, an 
education student at the University, since 
she had very few contacts in the faculty of 
arts. Yeo agreed to work with Lin in setting 
up the program. Both students saw a need 
for education for underprivileged individuals 
that went beyond basic skills and literacy. 
They contacted the head of the program at 
UBC for advice on funding and administra- 
tion. 

Phyllis Steeves, director of the Learning 
Centre Literacy Association at the Boyle 
Street Co-Op, agreed to offer the Learning 
Centre's facilities for the work of Edmonton's 
Humanities 101 program. This provided a 
ready-made base of students for the start of 
classes. Dalmir Sehmby, University of 
Alberta film Ph.D. film student, became the © 
program's first instructor. . 

The program gives poverty-stricken peo- 
ple in Edmonton a chance to sample univer- 
sity-level subjects, from film studies to art, 
history, photography, and critical thinking in ~ 
a semi-formal academic environment. 

One of the challenges Lin and Yeo have 





culty in inspiring co commitm 
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the shop missing a wooden support piece for 
the back. He said, "I went to a professional 
refinisher to get the part. They told me to get 
a piece of wood, boil it till it was soft, bend it 
into shape, put glue on it and finally shape it 
with a rasp. I told Eugene, and he made the 
piece.” 

By Linda Dumont 







course from week to antes : 


class, they found a novel way to bring ‘stu: . < 








dents back each class period. Students 
received disposable cameras to take picture 
for the class. When they returne 
lowing week, they were able 
tures developed. They chose a picture to be 
enlarged if they returned the next week. — 
Their pictures were framed if ts made it 
through the entire class. 

The students of following a ge will i 
given certificates of completion and possibly 
a mini-graduation to honour asda’ commit- 
ment and achievement. 

The fall 2005 cycle oF courses will have a 
new addition. Humanities 101 will be part- 
nering with the Edmonton John Howard 
Society through a grant intended to offer 
Humanities 101 participants the chance to 
do some work in Native Studies. 
Photography and Fine Arts classes, com- 
bined with work in critical thinking, will also 
be offered in 90-minute classes over a two- 
month period. 

Instructors who have a desire to teach, 
knowledge in the subject area, and the abili- 
ty to commit to the time requirements of the 
course are needed to expand this challeng- 
ing and exciting program. 

If you are interested in being a student 
or instructor in this program, please contact 
May Lin at 474-8543 or Sharon Yeo at 463-. 
6558. The e-mail address is humani- — ; 
ties101@gmail.com. You do not have to be a 
part of the University community to be ; 
involved with Humanities 101 as a student, 
teacher, or volunteer. Presently, it is a stu- 
dent organization primarily funded by the ~ 
University and run by students; however, _ 
the program welcomes all inquiries and 
offers of support as it works to a 
itself in the inner-city community of — 
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Eugene Hampshire and Ken MacCrimmon 
with a restored wooden chair. 






















PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 





Kingsclear Investigation 
Finally Underway! 


The Kingsclear Boys Training School in 
Fredericton, New Brunswick has been a shameful 
story of massive child abuse and unconscionable polit- 
ical cover-up. The numbers are staggering, involving 
thousands of sexual assaults, over 35 years, attested 
officially to by 233 victims and unofficially by up to 700 
victims. The victims identified Karl Toft and 14 others. 
Unbelievably, only one person, Karl Toft, atones, with 
only a 13-year sentence. 





The victims want and rightly expect that the trail 
will be followed and that justice will be done. It is a fun- 
damental principle of our justice system that no one is 
above the law. That principle must be applied to bring 
New Brunswick pedophiles to justice. 


















For three years, | have been asking for the 
Kingsclear and post-Kingsclear investigation files to be 
seized and an independent investigator be appointed 
to review the proceedings and then report the findings 
to Parliament. 





In June, 2004 the RCMP Complaints Committee 
finally agreed to conduct an investigation. After 30 
years of failed promises and self-serving political 
avoidance the issue is now before a special investiga- 
tion review committee. 


On June 7, 2005, Ms. Shirley Heafey, Chair of the 
Committee for Public Complaints (CPC) of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, released a report stating 
that this will be the largest investigation ever undertak- 
en by the CPC, larger even than the APEC Inquiry. 
















On June 24, | met with Premier Bernard Lord and 
Attorney General Brad Green in Fredericton, New 
Brunswick, to reinforce the need for the cooperation of 
all in this investigation and am encouraged by their 
very positive responses. ; 


A full and in-depth investigation should be wel- 
comed by all, to finally bring about closure for the vic- 
tims and the citizens of New Brunswick, and, to 
remove the clouds of mistrust for the actions of the 
RCMP and of the accused. Ay 


495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca_ 
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Youth Society Needs a New Home 


0 boas 


Brianna Olson with a painting by one of the youth at iHuman. 


The iHuman Youth Society, a non-profit 
group currently working out of the con- 
demned CN building on 101 Street and 105 
Avenue, is looking for a new location, and 
the mayor has promised that they will not be 
left without a suitable building. iHuman uses 
art-based therapy to help “at risk" and "high 
risk" youth aged 14 to 24 to "discover self". 
Brainna Olson, arts and production co-ordi- 
nator for iHuman, said, "We had a meeting 
with Mayor Mandel and he promised he 
would get us a new building. Qualico pro- 
wides: the building we arevusing for free, but 
it's going to be torn down so we're looking for 
another building we can get for free." 

The outside of the Qualico building is 
covered with colourful graffiti art, and inside 
young artist come to use the studio to create 
work s of art using material provided by the 
society. Olson was one of those young artists, 
and she credits iHuman with the transforma- 
tion from trouble teen to her life today. In 
addition to her job at iHuman, she is a col- 
lege student who has just completed her first 
year in the social work program at Grant 
MacEwan College. 

"I came to iHuman when I was 17. I was 
a crystal meth addict from 15 to 17 years 
old. I kicked my addiction, graduated from 
high school and went on to college," Olson 
said. "I want to be a positive role-model for 
youth." 

Olson and another recovered crystal meth 
addict started a crystal meth recovery sup- 
port group which held their first meeting 
July 8. It is called MAAMAWI which means 
All-together" in Ojibwa. 

Olson arranges for showing of paintings 
created by the youth at ihuman. Work by two 
artists, Chantal Jacob Amon and Chantal 
Russell, 16, is currently on display at North 
Country Furniture on Jasper and 96th 
street. There is another art show coming up 
this fall at Latitude 53. 





Chantal Russell painting an abstract. 


Amon is an immigrant from Africa who 
has been in Canada for three years. 

Russell got into ihuman because her 
older sister has used the studio. She is 
studying by correspondence, and as Russell 
painted bright streaks of colour across a can- 
vas to create an abstract painting, she said, I 
like abstract - it's like breathing for me - it 
just comes. I don't like the idea of somebody 
telling me what's what. It's too computerized 
and it's kind of creepy - 30 people in straight 
rows staring straight ahead." 

In coming to iffaman; she has come to 
the right place to explore new ventures in 
creativity. Ihuman was started by Sandra 
Bromley and Wallis Kendal, who is best 
known for his "Gun Sculpture" that has 
gained wide recognition, said iHuman is "to 
offer creative opportunities for youth to use 


Wanted: 


Survival 
Columnists | 


Ken MacCrimmon 





This is democracy in action. Just tell the 
editor that dire economics are looming in the 
future and we need action. Her reaction was, 
"Right. Write a column." "Me?" "Yes - you're 
the one who wants action." i 

OK - here goes but I need lots of help. If 
you have any desire to tell the government 
or whoever can make a difference, just sent 
it to ESN attention: Survival Columnists. 

Until you get me off the hook with some 
good solid advice, I might as well fire away 
with my own doom and gloom that needs 
tending. 

Way back when I was a pup (late 30s’) I 
thought the Red Dean of Canterbury had a 
great take on communism, and we would all 
live happily ever after if we voted it into 
power. Took quite a while for me to find out 
what a guy named Stalin was doing to peo- 
ple who didn't like him. 

Years later I discovered Mel Hurtig and 
was sure that everyone would agree that he | 
had all the know-how to put all those foreign 
multinationals back into their own barns. 


Unfortunately, his ascendancy to govern was 


cut short when his political empire failed to 









mt. oe a 
A painting by Jacob Amon 


as a passageway for a way out." 

He said, "My ego was to accomplish one 
great work in my life. That is what I accom- 
plished with the gun sculpture. I used about 
7,000 weapons. " 

In addition to painting, inhuman does 
drama, Rap, Hip-Hop, with the goal of help- 
ing youth to find a voice. They are doing a 
drama production at the Citadel theatre 
which is a hip-hop musical, and there are 
plans for a W-5 story in the near future. 

By Linda Dumont 





materialize. 

Despite the best efforts to educate us, by 
the likes of the Parkland Institute, or the 
Governor General's hubby, plus a swarm of 
well-intentioned politicians, we are now 
advised by staunchly Canadian press such 
as Macleans magazine that "rumblings of 
Recession" are being heard. 

There are plenty of other publications 
that are voicing dire warnings about the US 
economy heading for disaster. This is not 
new. I recall an article 20 years ago, by a 
professor of economics in south eastern U.S. 
that the buying up of United States currency 
by Asian countries would have a day or 
reckoning when these countries became 
financially equally powerful. That day has 
arrived, bringing on unheard of headlines 
like "U.S. Bankrupt?". 

Are we headed for a recession or a 
depression? Who knows? I just remember 
the kids that went to our one room school 
walking to school in summer barefooted. 
Really liked the nice patches their mother 
designed for their jeans. Also thought the 
men who worked for my dad's farm were 
paid a huge amount in a $30 a month wage. 
Boy, what I could have bought with that 
amount - If...if... 

So what do we do now? Sell everything 
and hide? Try to start a revolution? Change 
political masters? Cry a lot? What are your 
thoughts? We have a depression right in our 
inner city. We can't seem to solve it, so 
where do we start? 5 

I want to read your ideas. petite. 
Contact: Ken at 465-5080 
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Who ate 
These 


Refugees? 


We see the terrible images on television 
and in the newspapers far too often as war 
tears apart yet another part of the world and 
the lives of people are thrown into turmoil-- 
Afghanistan, Columbia, Sri Lanka, Bosnia, 
Iraq, Rwanda, Somalia.... The number of peo- 
ple who have been uprooted by the horrors of 
conflict around the world probably equals 
about half the population of all of Canada. 





But what you may not know is that each 
year Canada agrees to provide a new home to 
a small number of these millions by accept- 
ing them to live here as refugees. Several 
hundred people come from these broken 
parts of the globe to live in Edmonton. The 
world's catastrophes that seem so remote on 
the news are closer than we might think as 
these survivors join us here. 

There are large differences between most 
refugees and other immigrants who come to 
Canada. Other immigrants choose to come to 
Canada, often working hard, doing extensive 
research to compare different countries, wait- 
ing long years and spending considerable 
amounts of money to qualify by the strict 
Canadian standards. They have made a defi- 
nite decision to continue their lives in this 
new country. Refugees come because they 
are trapped in situations where there is a 
high probability they will die if they remain 
where they are, and they seize the lifeline of 
leaving where they would choose to spend 
their lives if they could. In many cases they 
have never even heard of Canada. 

Other immigrants generally qualify to 
come here because they have substantial 
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education (over half such immigrants have at 
least one university degree), employable 
skills, and financial resources. They are usu- 
ally in very good health and ready quickly to 
begin making a living. But refugees have 
often spent years, even decades, in camps in 
remote rural regions. Many were people with 
little education-- some have no schooling and 
are illiterate even in their first language and 
lack any job skills useful in Canada. Because 
of the situations in which they have been liv- 
ing their physical and mental health may not 
be good. It is quite common for them to have 
endured a wide range of tortures and vio- 
lence we can hardly imagine-or would want 
to. Many are families where the father has 
been killed and a mother is raising several 
children on her own. 

What are refugees offered on arrival in 
Canada? If they are supported by the federal 
government (the case with about two-thirds 
who come) they will get income support equal 
to welfare rates in the province they settle, 
for one year. If they are privately sponsored, 
perhaps by a church or a group of family or 
friends already here, they will have their 
basic living costs met for the same time. 
Later they will be billed to repay the cost of 
their airfare to come here. They will receive a 
minimal amount of free English language 
instruction. 

There are others who make their way to 
Canada in desperate and courageous ways, 
not having been approved by the govern- 
ment, and who then ask that their situation 
be considered once they are here. They 
endure a humiliating process of having to 
prove their claims. They are asked to provide 
evidence that is frequently nearly impossible 
to obtain because they come from places 
where records have been destroyed or proper 
governments are not functioning. Their case 
will be heard by one person and if that per- 
son decides against them (over half of claims 
are rejected) they have no right to an appeal- 
- less legal rights than you have if you get a 
parking ticket! If their case is rejected they 
are ordered to return to the dangerous situa- 
tion they escaped. 

People who work with refugees identify 
many ways the government could be assist- 
ing more: 


*Older refugee youth who often have no 
schooling or knowledge of English are placed 
in grades based on age when they get here. 
This can mean they have far too little educa- 
tion by the time they reach the age of 19, 
after which they are not permitted to attend 
public schools any more, or they simply 
become totally lost and discouraged and give 
up (some studies say about 90% of such 
youth do not complete high school compared 
to the provincial average of 30%)-- and this 
will affect all their future prospects of earn- 
ing a decent living. 


«Experts believe about a third of refugees are 
suffering mental illnesses such as Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder after the years of 
trauma they have experienced, yet the gov- 
ernment does not provide funding for special- 
ized mental health services to overcome these 
problems that often make it impossible for 
them to work or study. Edmonton is home to 
one of only three specialized centres for pro- 
viding such services in all of Canada. 


«Fear of the totally overwhelming new situa- 
tion they face in Canada can push refugees 





to become very isolated. Their limited finan- 
cial resources mean further they often end 
up living in very poor housing-- access to 
supported transitional housing for an initial 
two or three years, where they were in safe 
healthy situations with access to a range of 
helpful services would greatly increase their 
chance of rebuilding their lives. 


¢Many refugees live with great anxiety about 
other family members still in the midst of 
life-threatening situations, but the process of 
sponsoring family members to come to 
Canada is slow and complicated and the 
family members who can be sponsored are 
limited. 

There are some things ordinary 
Edmontonians who care about the refugees 
living in our communities, seeking to move 
forward after what they have been through, 
can do that would be a big help. One would 
be to contact elected people such as Cabinet 
ministers responsible for refugees and their 
own MLAs and MPs and let them know more 
should be done to give refugees a decent 
chance. Another would be to get in contact 
with an organization that works with 
refugees and get involved as a volunteer, 
becoming a friend to some of these newcom- 
ers and letting them know you care. The 
value for a refugee of having someone they __ 
can trust who knows all about life in 
Edmonton is tremendously healing and help- 
ful. These are not expensive, difficult, or 
time-consuming things to do, but they will 
help make Edmonton a more caring and joy- 
ous place for these people who have suffered 
much and have now, unexpectedly, become 
our neighbours. 

By Jim Gurnett, Edmonton Mennonite 
Centre for Newcomers 


Want to help? 


To advocate on behalf of better services and 
funding for refugees contact: 















«Honourable Joe Volpe 
Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada 
House of Commons, Ottawa, 
ON K1A 0A6 (postage free) or 
Volpe.J@parl.gc.ca 







Contact information for all MPs and Senators: 
www.parl.ge.ca 


«Honourable Mike Cardinal 
Minister of Alberta Human Resources 
and Employment 

324 Legislature Building, 

10800-97 Avenue, mamcatcn TSK 2B6 













«Contact information for all Alberta MLAs: 
www.assembly.ab.ca 








To find out about volunteer opportunities helping 
refugees in Edmonton contact: 





Catholic Social Services at 424-3545 
«Changing Together at 421-0175 © 








¢*Edmonton Immigrant Services Association at 
474-8445 





Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers at 
424-7709 










"What difference does it make to the 
dead, the orphans, and the homeless, 
whether the mad destruction is wrought 
under the name of totalitarianism or 
the holy name of ; 
liberty or democracy?" : et 
fe i Mahatma at 





Desperately 
Feely 

and Supplyin ‘ 
Affordable ~ bbs 
Housing in 


Alberta 


Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, par- 
ents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprecedent- 
ed wealth. 





Affordable housing is not for everyone. Not 
everyone, after all, can afford it -- certainly not 
many of those for whom it is intended: primarily 
the working poor and seniors with modest 
incomes. What can we do to reduce costs and 
increase the supply? 

The Canadian Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation (CMHC) and Alberta Seniors and 
Community Supports (ASCS) calculate some- 
thing called the core need income threshold 
(CNIT) for every municipality and two remote so- 
called market areas (north and south) in 
Alberta. In 2004, the CNIT for Edmonton and its 
surrounding communities - Bon Accord, 
Calmar, Devon, Fort Saskatchewan, Leduc, 
Spruce Grove, Sherwood Park, St. Albert - was 
$24,500. (In Calgary, CNIT was $27,500. In Fort 
McMurray, it was $43,000.) 

Defining need 

According to the ASCS web site, 
"Households with annual incomes equal to or 
less than CNIT are said to have insufficient to 
afford the on-going costs of suitable and ade- 
quate rental units in their area." Translation: 
Households at or below CNIT can't afford afford- 
able housing. If 1 understand the system cor- 
rectly anyone whose income is at or below CNIT 
is "eligible for social housing" assistance in the 
form of rent supplements or admission accom- 
modations built especially for "those in greatest 
need." They may not get assistance, but they” 
can apply. 

Again if I understand the system correctly, 
anyone earning above CNIT (and probably below 
a certain limit) is a candidate for affordable 
housing - affordable in the generally accepted 
sense that costs around 30 per cent of house- 
hold income. And the federal and provincial gov- 
ernments have agreed fund private and commu- 
nity developers willing to serve that income 
group. 

CNITs are "based on 30 per cent of the 
Median Market Rent" in an area. That may 
mean something to planners and programmers, 
though it tells you and me absolutely nothing 
meaningful. The amount, however it is calculat- 
ed, seems about right: 30 per cent of $24,500 
($7,350) divided by 12 gives $612.50 per month 
for rent, which is about what one would expect 
to pay for safe, secure, modest one-bedroom 
apartment with utilities included in Edmonton. 

But if you need a two-bedroom apartment, 
which is to say, if you have a child (or two chil- 
dren of the same sex), you need at least $100 
per month more for a two-bedroom. Your unoffi- 
cial but realistic CNIT is more like (working 
backwards from $712.50) $28,500. If you have 
more than one or two children, the squeeze gets 
tighter. 

What to do? 

Don't have children is a sensible, but hardly 
practical, option. 

Another is for governments to set CNITs that 
take account of number of children in a house- 
hold and subsidize rents accordingly. 

Meeting need (Or not) 

The third is for the federal and provincial 
governments to put more money into housing- 
not just willy-nilly, but based on a sound com- 
munity-driven housing policy. I've said it before, 
but it bears repeating: Canada is the only major 
industrial power that does not have a housing 
policy. Why? 

‘One reason might be that the federal gov- 
ernment did not spend any money at all on 
housing between 1993 and 2003. Who needs a 
policy when there is no money, and therefore no 
programming, for housing? 





There was a de facto housing policy, of 
course: do nothing. (And if and when you do 
budget some money for housing, do as little as 
possible - and do it without establishing a for- 
mal policy.) But that's not good enough, is it? - 
especially not for a federal government that 
fights every election with promises to do some- 
thing about the ongoing "housing crisis." 

The consequence was, and still is, pre- 
dictable: not enough affordable (whether accord- 
ing to CMHC/ASCS's definition or the real 
world's) housing. 

The Edmonton Community Plan on Housing 
and Support Services 2005-2009, released by 
the Edmonton Joint Planning Committee on 
Housing (EJPCOH) in January 2005 (and posted 
to the Internet at www.moresafehomes.net), 
projects the demand for affordable housing dur- 
ing the next five years at 40,828 units. It proj- 
ects the supply at just over 19,000. That leaves 
a shortfall of around 21,500 units, or about 
51.5 per cent of demand. That shortfall is 
exceeded substantially for every other type of 
housing covered by EJPCOH: emergency, transi- 


tional, long-term supportive, and social. 

Can we doubt that federal policy (or lack of 
it) compounded by similar provincial policy (or 
lack of it) got us into this mess? Can we doubt 
there is any way out except by some born-again 
policy-making by the federal and provincial gov- 
ernments? 

They broke it through single-minded pursuit 
of balanced budgets and debt-reduction. Now 
they can fix it, through equally single-minded 
pursuit of social justice. And may we mention 
the savings in health care, education, policing, 
court, workforce and other costs directly attrib- 
utable to the consequences of inadequate hous- 
ing? 

What we have now 

Start with the Canada-Alberta Housing 
Program (CAHP) under which Canada and 
Alberta will each spend $67 million in matching 
funds over five years, from 2003-2004 to 2008- 
2009. That money is distributed to qualified 


projects by private and community developers at 


a rate of up to $25,000 from each government 
per rental housing unit, or $50,000 total per 
unit. 

CAHP announced five new projects worth 
$19.6 million for Alberta in January this year. 
The projects will provide 432 bachelor, one-bed- 
room and two-bedroom suites for individuals, 
families and seniors, including some Alzheimer 
patients. The total cost of the projects is 
$41,773,257. The average cost per unit is just 
under $94,400. The average combined federal- 
provincial contribution to each unit is just 
under $45,400, or just over 48 per cent of the 
average unit cost. The projected rents in a proj- 
ect approved for Edmonton are $529 per month 
for a one-bedroom apartment, and $650 for a 
two-bedroom. A family at or near the CNIT 
would have to stretch a bit for the two-bedroom, 
but these rents seem reasonable, if utilities are 
included. If not, then these rents are not good 
enough, especially when energy prices are high 
and volatile. 

And what about families that have incomes 



















below CNIT but do not get social housing assis- 
tance? How will they afford such "affordable" 
rents? 

More importantly, what about all those 
qualified households and families that will not 
have access to such accommodation because 
the supply is not there to meet the need? 

What we could have 

Surely the federal governments can and 
must spend more money under CAHP or some 
other program to build more housing for 
Albertans. Having balanced their budgets and, 
in the case of Alberta, eliminated all debt, by 
squeezing in greatest need - the poor - surely it 
is time for some payback. Even a modest com- 
mitment to cover 50 per cent of construction 
costs, instead of a funding cap of $25,000 per 
government, would make a significant difference 
to families on the income borderlines. 

The recent budget amendment forced upon 
Prime Minister Martin and his government by 
the NDP is a step in the direction, assuming the 
budget bill will pass and result in programs. It 
amounts to $200 million over five years for 
Alberta, but without any requirement for match- 
ing provincial funds. The CAHP includes a 
matching agreement because it was negotiated 
between the two governments. The "NDP budg- 
et" was negotiated with NDP leader Jack Layton 
and has not been agreed or approved by the 
provinces. 

There is nothing, though, to stop the 
provinces from agreeing to match the new feder- 
al funding. Some might have problems finding 
the money, but surely that in not a problem for 
Alberta. If desperate, they could try looking 
beneath the sofa the cushions at the Premier's 
and Treasurer's offices. (Metaphorically speak- 
ing, of course.) 

Given the fact that current policy and 
spending trends will meet less than half the 
need during the next five years, isn't it time to 
do something? 

(Forward comments and suggestions to 
alshep@telusplanet.net.) 


Do You or Someone 
You Know 
have Spina Bifida 
and/or 
Hydrocephalus? 


Benefits to joining the Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
Association of Northern 
Alberta include recetving 

informative newsletters and 

invitations to social activities as 
well as having access to an 
educational fund, support 
fund, scholarships and 
research. A National Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
Conference will be held in 
Edmonton in September of 
2006. 





Contact the 
SBHANA at (780) 


482-8281 
for more information. 
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Alternative Learning Centre at the John 
Howard Centre. 
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“UNREAL MIRRORS 
I look in a mirror and see a child, 
He looks very proud. 
I look in a mirror and see Rocky, 
He's ugly and familiar somehow. 
I look in a mirror and see Casanova, 
Too beautiful, I don't know what to say. 
I look in a mirror and see a scowl, 
It's scary, and I look away. 
I look in a mirror and see a man, 
Finally, I'm home. 


It was a young boys dream to do something 
better, something bigger, somehow different 
His father was tattered and worn with one 
foot in the grave 

and he wanted to make him proud 

He looked to his father for advice and was 


told, "Stick to the straight and narrow path" 


When he told his father of the wider path 
not too far off of center 

he got another whooping and extra chores 
With his father's help he went and bought 
his first piece of fertile land to work 

With honorable thoughts of I'll show him 
and then he'll understand 

His father asked, "Where were the plow 
horses?", and was told, 

"I borrowed money for a tractor" 

This was not okay, as he watched his son 


What Does the 
Mental Health 
Act Mean to 


Persons in 
Crisis? 


Lana Phillips 
A voice for the voiceless. 

The Mental Health Act was passed in 
Alberta in 1988. The purpose of this act is to 
protect persons in crisis when they can no 
longer protect themselves from suicidal 
thoughts or actions. On the surface, it seems 
to do just that. Three conditions must be 
present in the opinion of the physician for 
the doctor to sign a certificate to make some- 
one a formal patient. First, the person is suf- 
fering from mental disorder, which means 
that his judgment, behavior, capacity to rec- 
ognize reality, or the ability to meet the ordi- 
nary demands of life is "grossly" impaired. 
Second, the person is likely to be a danger to 
himself or others. Third, either the person is 
unsuitable for admission to or to continue at 
a facility other than as a formal patient. 








~ One more boot, 
- And I would have been dead. 










erendipity 
Once upon a time, there was a beautiful 


kingdom 
And now...you know...the rest of the story 


Noses are broke, 
Eyelids are red, 


OPPORTUNITIES KNOCKING 


























I hear this knocking and I say hello, 
Nobody answers, so I go for the door, 
Nobody's there, but I can't turn away, 
It's like this always, day after day. 

I got up this morning and went to work, 
A little groggy, with a dirty shirt, 

Along the way I was offered a job, 

I should have taken it, where's my God. 
Just like the calm before the storm, 

I wish it would change, it never does, 
It's always calm, it never shakes, 
Everything in life seems so fake. 

Here it is, another chance, 

To make amends, and grab a prize, 
My head is down, I'm working hard, 
...And I hear this knocking at my door. 


slipping away. 

When the depression hit his son was left 
with a huge debt, eight children, 

and a feeling of failure that made him bitter 
The grandson asked his father, "Who, why, 
how" and was told, 

"Stick to the straight and narrow path" 
When he told his father of the wider path 
not too far off of center 

he got another whooping and extra chores 
The 'I'll show him and then he'll under- 
stand’ was not quite as honorable 

as he enlisted in the army 

After the war he bought some land, cattle 
and a ring for his 'bride to be’ 

Thinking, 'this is smaller, this is worse, this 
is only harder’, 

he left his plot and went to the city 

It wasn't bigger, but it was better and easier 





The last condition seems most troubling 
and potentially unfair to uninformed 
patients. Two things can make a patient fit 
that third condition. First and most obvious- 
ly, the patient may refuse to be admitted to 
hospital voluntarily. The other reason a doc- 
tor may conclude that someone fits that third 
condition is if he or she does not trust the 
answers the potential patient is offering to 
the questions the doctor asks. How can such 
a life-changing decision be made without 
objective criteria to make the determination? 
Therefore, the circumstances of a patient 
may change unexpectedly. 

If someone goes into hospital voluntarily 
to seek treatment, he is considered a volun- 
tary or "informal" patient. The patient still 
has the same rights as any other citizen. 
Once the doctor examines him, he can be 
determined "unsuitable for admission to a 
facility other than as a formal patient." How 
can that be possible when he has just pre- 
sented himself voluntarily for treatment? If 
another doctor agrees with the first doctor's 
statement within the first 24 hours of the 
patient's going into hospital, that voluntary 
patient has just become involuntary. How 
does that affect that patient who was willing 









Am I crazy, or is it just my imagination, 
Am I lonely, or just my precognition 

If | was the same as everyone else, 
Wouldn't I have five billion personalities... 
I wish I knew 










KNOW YOUR ENEMY 







I went to a bar, got good and drunk, 
Played pool, danced, bought a few beer, 
Made a new friend, forgot his name, 
Nothing new, I got beat up again. 

I went to work, that's something I know, 
The guys looked at me funny, 

Told them my girl broke my nose, 

We had a good laugh, and I never went 
back. 

I went to the casino, there's lots of people 
there, 

The guy beside me is up two grand, 
He's good conversation, I give him a 
smoke, 

I lost six hundred bucks, and he don't 
even know me. 

I have a new plan, I'm going to school, 
Leaps and bounds, I'm learning a lot, 
The teacher smiles, says "see you tomor- 
row," 

Weird, I feel like a different person. 



























and his wife was the best 

He was happy; and he did 'show' his dad, 
who had watched his son slip away 

After many hard years of long hours and 
living check to check, 

The great-grandson came to him and shat: 
the proverbial questions 

When told, "Stick to the straight and nar- 
row", he did 

He also had high aspirations but he tried 
and tried but he couldn't do as good as his 
father, so he left at a very young age 

He kept trying but he didn't quite get the 
knack of it 

Always being a struggle with a few good 
times between 

He was left with nothing but a dream... 
And a bullet in his head. 


to give up his freedom, not have it taken 
away? Does it affect his willingness to coop- 
erate with treatment? 

This is a big issue, especially for those 
who have issues about being controlled and 
the need to preserve their freedom. No won- 
der people are so reluctant to seek help when 
they know how the system works! I would 
much rather go into hospital on my own and 
get help as long as I need it than to have my 
willingness to get help used against me as Bs 
proof that I should have my right to ask for it 
taken away. Most people, especially our 
brothers and sisters on the streets, will ee 
choose help that supports their need to be eae 
treated with dignity and respect. They will 
choose to make their lives better. Too many 
people are walking around in serious need of 
treatment, but refusing to get it because they 
do not want to lose their freedom to choose 
that treatment. It is time to consider the Reis 
implications of this act. If someone who isa 
danger to himself or others refuses treat- " 
ment, then compelling them to accept it 
makes sense. What about those people who 
are willing to go into hospital to deal with _ x 










